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Honduran Activist to Speak at GVSU
Elvia Alvarado, an outspoke n
advocate for land reform and human
rights in Ho nduras for the past 25

years, will speak at Grand Valley on
Thursday, November 13, at 1 p.m. in
the Muskegon River Room in the
Kirkhof Center. Later in the day she will
spea k at a Spanish class and a Latin
America Cu lture and Civilizatio n Class
o n campus.
Alvarado tells he r story in her bestselling book, Don 't Be Afraid, Gringo: A
Honduran Woman Speaks from the
Heart, published in 1987. After being
trained by the Catholic Church to
o rganize women's groups to combat
malnutrition , she became exposed to
injustices in Honduran society and led
severa l movements for land reform. She
has been jailed and tortured by the
Ho nduran military for he r actio ns. By
1986, she was a national spokeswoman
for rural w orkers. She is currently head
of Internatio nal Relations for the Unio n
of Rural Workers.
"She'll be speaking about President
Clinto n's push for fast track legislation

o n trade," says Cliff Welch, professor of
Histo ry and coordinator of the Latin
American Studies program. We lch 's
research area is rural labo r movements
in Latin America. "Alvarado says certain
trade agreeme nts that proclaim to be
good for the working class actually
cause peasants to lose land to mu ltinational corporatio ns."
Clinton is pushing fo r the so-called
fast track authority to negotiate trade
agreeme nts, which would let him cut
deals that could not later be changed by
Congress . He is promising to push fo r
workers' rights and en vironme ntal
issues w ith U.S. trading partne rs in Latin
America.
Alvarado's GVSU visit comes at the
end of a two-week speaking tour of the
United States. She speaks freque ntly
and passionately on the effects of
econo mic glo balization , especia lly its
impact on women and childre n. Ca ll
Welch at x3414 for more informatio n.

GVSU: Largest Blood Drive in Ottawa County
Next Drive Scheduled for November 17
Since 1988, the GVSU community
has do nated nearly 5,000 pints of
blood , making Grand Valley's drive
the largest Reel Cross drive in Ottawa
County. During the September blood
drive , Grand Valley students and
faculty and staff members donated 173
pints of blood. The next drive ,
scheduled for Monday, November 17,
will be held from 11 a.m. -4:45 p.m. , in
the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof
Center.
"We have fo ur blood drives a year,"
said Rebecca Chomos, a
graduate assistant from
the Student Life Office.
"We generally g ive

faculty and staff
members priority in
line, so if they come
in they shou ld be
able to get through
fairly q uickly. Our
goal this year is to get
200 pints o f blood at
every drive. "
"The Reel Cross
relies heavily on our
drives," said Chomos .
Upcoming 1998 blood
drives are scheduled
for January 13 and
Anne Klein, a ji'eshman from Mason, was one of the 173 donors at
March 26.
the last Grand Valley blood drive.
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Across Campus
Faculty Staff Campaign Kicks Off
Grand Valley fac ulty and staff members
may make annual tax deductible donations
to GVSU during the 1997 Faculty Staff
Campaign. Contribution materials were
mailed to all fa culty and staff members last
week. Campaign co-chairs Dean Maty
Seeger and Professor Bill Baum are eager to
exceed the records set last year, when 634
fa culty and staff members, 47 retirees, and
47 adjunct employees contributed $175,196.
"One of the great successes from last
year was that 59 percent of our employees
made a contributio n," say Seeger and Baum.
Surpassing the 1996 record is a challenge,
they said, but there are so many funds to
w hich people can g ive the campaign sho uld
succeed .

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Offi ce of
University Commun ications
every Monday w he n classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send
publica tio n items to Kath leen
Adams, editor, c/ o the FOR UM
cc:Mail box. From off ca mpus,
email fo rum@gvsu.edu .
Telepho ne: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the Wo rld Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Facu lty and staff members
can find an online "Sketches"
subm ission fo rm o n the Web
Site.

"The tremendous growth in the University Endowment Fund and private giving has
closely paralleled the increases in the annual
fac ulty and staff campaigns," says campa ign
coordinator Nancee Miller. Many employees
make contri butions to named endowments
whose dollars are pooled and invested, she
sa id . "The resulting growth re presents sound
and diverse investments that over time are
significant and overcome the flu ctuations of
the stock market as has recently occurred ."

Miller lists some of the reasons to give to
GVSU:
• Many students and departme nts be nefit.
• It's easy. Contributions ca n be made by
cash , check or payroll deductio n.
• Gifts to named e ndowment funds a re
matched thro ugh a n arrangement made by
President Lubbe rs .
• Contributio ns to GVSU qualify as a State
of Mich igan tax credit and a federal tax
deduction .
• In January, President Lubbers delivers
doughnuts and coffee to selected ca mpus
sites as a thank you to dono rs.
Questions regarding the ca mpa ign sho uld
be directed to Miller, x3595, o r Dori Gates
in the Development Office, x6530.
Look.for articles in upcoming issues q/ Fo rum on
special f unds, how the endowment ji1,nd has outp aced inflation, and benefits of past f aculty and
staff member contributions.
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Emergency Closing Policy
The Grand Valley State University
emergency closing policy is as follows.
In evaluating whether o r not to close
for snow-related reasons, the following
criteria are used: (1) the ability of the
university's road crews to keep campus
roads and parking lots cleared; (2) the
conditions of prima1y and secondary
roads in the area as reported by the State
Police as well as the Ottawa County
Central Dispatch Authority; (3) weather
reports regarding the track of the storm
and other conditions (icing, thermal
inversions, etc.).
Grand Valley State University will close
all or part of its operations only in case of
extreme emergency caused by impassable
roads, restricted visibility, violent weather,
energy loss, or other conditions seriously
endangering the health and safety of
students, fac ulty and staff. Normally the
Eberhard Center will close only when the
Allendale campus is closed.
Announcements of closing w ill be
made over the stations listed below. For a
more detailed update on campus
conditions and area roads, tune to the
Grand Valley State radio stations, WGVUFM 88.5 and WGVU-AM 1480. Every
effort will be made to make the
announcement over the stations as early
as possible, but no later than 6:30 a. m.
for daytime classes, and 3 p.m. for
evening classes.
GVSU classes at Holland locations will
be canceled when Holland Public
School's evening activities are closed.
When Muskegon Community College is
closed, GVSU's Muskegon Center for
Higher Education will be closed. When
the decision is made to close the main
Northwestern Michigan College campus
in Traverse City, GVSU's University Center
will also close.
Students, faculty and staff should
assume the university is open unless they
hear othe1w ise on the radio or television.
Persons should not call the GVSU
switchboard, but sho uld listen fo r the
information on the radio and television.
Radio Stations
Grand Rapids - WBBL-AM 1340,
WBCT-FM 93.7, WLAV-FM 96. 9, WCSG-

FM 91.3, WLHT-FM 95. 7, WCUZ-FM
101. 3, WODJ-FM 107.3, WGNB-FM 89.3,
WOOD-AM 1300, WGRD-FM 97.9,
WOOD-FM 105.7, WGVU-AM 1480,
WQFN-FM 100.5, WGVU-FM 88.5,
WSNX-FM 104.5, WKLQ-FM 94.5,
WTKG-AM 1230, WKWM-AM 1140,
WVTI-FM 96.1. Holland - WWJQ-AM
1260, WJQK-FM 99.3, and WHCT-AM
1450. Muskegon - WMUS-FM 106.9 and
WMUS-AM 1090.
Television Stations
WGVK-TV Channel 52, WXMI-TV
Channel 17, 42 & 58, WGVU-TV Channel
35, WWMT-TV Channel 3, WOOD-TV
Channel 8, WZZM- TV Channel 13.
When classes are canceled, all staff are
expected to repo1t for work unless the
closing announcement indicates that only
essential staff need report. The following
personnel are considered essential and
are expected to report: Depa1tment of
Public Safety Se1vices, Plant Se1v ices,
Food Se1vice, Housing, Information
Technology, WGVU-AM/FM/TV, Eberhard
Center Building Management, Fieldhouse
Management, and Libra1y Se1vices.
Unless Grand Valley State is officially
closed, faculty members are expected to
hold their classes as usual. Individual
faculty members who wish to cancel a
class or other event should do so only
with permission of their clean. In such
cases, faculty members are responsible for
notifying students for each class they
teach. The media will announce only
complete closings, not cancellation of
individual classes or events.

Snow Closing During Finals
If a closing involves a specified exam
day, the affected exams will be held on
the next available day after the exam
week has concluded. For example, if a
Tuesday exam day was canceled, the next
available day after the conclusio n of the
exam week would be Saturday. If two
exam days were affected, e.g., Wednesday
and Thursday, Wednesday's exam would
take place on Saturday and Thursday's
exam would be the following Mo nday.

Overnight Parking Restrictions
The Department of Public Safety
Se1v ices would like to remind eve1yone of
the overnight parking regulations o n
campus. Section 2.10, "Resident Parking,"
of the campus Traffic and Parking
Ordinance, states that no overnight
parking is permitted in any lot other than
residential lots, except with permission of
the Director of Public Safety Se1vices.
Parking between the ho urs of 3-7 a. m.
is considered overnight parking. Also,
parking overnight in Lots B, D, J and
overflow C (resident lots) requires a
"Rese1ved" resident permit or a tempora1y
resident permit issued by the Depa1t ment
of Public Safety Services. During snow
removal periods, any vehicle found to be
in violation of the ordinance will be
subject to impounclment. Any questions
should be referred to the Depa1tment of
Public Safety Se1v ices at x3255.
Overnight parking is prohibited at the
Grand Rapids Campus except with
permission of the Building Management
Office, telephone x6700.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sue Davis, assistant professor of
Political Science, w as a faculty advisor
during the annual Wo men in International Security (WIIS) summer symposium for gradu ate students in Annapo lis
and Washington, D.C. WIIS is an
organization dedicated to networking,
mentoring and advising women in the
fi eld of international security from
business, government, and academe .
Davis and seve ral colleagues offered
wo rkshops and symposia on writing

vitae and resumes, job searching,
networking, and offered advice and
counsel to participants.
Emily Jean McFadden , professor of
Social Work, gave a speech o n "What's
New in Kinship Care" fo r the Strong
Families Safe Children Confe rence in
Lansing. McFadden conducted a
worksho p, titled "Casework Principles
in Family Group Confe re ncing, " w ith

continued on page 5
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Across Campus
continuedJi-om page 2

Salary Information
Available
The Facu lty and Sta ff Sa laty In fo rmation book is now o n reserve in the
Library. The information includes
employee names, titles, departme nts,
1997-98 and 1996-97 salaries, gross
salaries paid in 1996 and 1995, and
other demographic information.
The info rmation may also be reviewed
in the Human Resources Offi ce where a
copy may be purchased for $5.

Shakespeare Fest Needs
Volunteers
The GVSU Shakespea re Festival
Planning Comm ittee invites fac ul ty and
staff members and students to help with
planning a nd staging the an nual 11-day
Shakespeare Festival. The committee
meets bi-wee kly during the academic
yea r. Current members include 11

fac ulty membe rs and students from
programs in English, Commu nicatio ns,
Histo ry, Libera l Studies, and Music.
Committee members take responsibility for supervising o ne particular area
o f the festival operations during
Shakespeare Festival week in the fall.
Those interested sho uld contact Festiva l
Director Roger Ellis, 121 LSH, x3485.

intetv iewed before class by WZZM-TV 13
and WGVU radio.
Yi-Cho ng was in the United States as
a guest of the U.S. Info rmatio n Service
and visited radio and te levisio n stations
across the country.

Chinese Journalist Speaks
To GVSU Classes
Zho u Yi-Chong, a jo urnalist, actor,
and English teacher from Che ngdu, in
the Sidman Province of Chi na, visited
five GVSU classes the last week in
October. On October 30, he lectured to
an East Asian Studies class about his
work as a Chinese journalist and host of
"The Voice of the Golden Bridge" radio
program. He also spoke to the class
about the differences between American
and Chinese media, as well as other
aspects of Chinese culture. He was

Coming Events
Film Industry Experts
Coming to Campus
The School of Communications w ill
present two guest lecturers in Film and
Video Production on Tuesday, November
11. Marianne Philbin, Chicago-based
independent producer, will give a speech
at 6 p .rn., titled "Producing the Independent Featu re Film from Chicago to
Hollywood: A True Sto1y." At 7:30 p.m. ,
Lloyd Sachs, entertainment critic for the
Chicago Sun-Times, w ill add ress
"Entertainment as Art and Art as
Entertainment in '90s Cinema." Both
lectures wi ll be in 174 Lake Superior
Hall.

Talk Show Host to Speak
At Grand Valley
Politica l commentato r Tavis Smiley
will speak o n Gra nd Valley's ca mpus at
12:30 p .rn ., in the Lo uis Armstrong
Theatre, o n Wednesday, Novembe r 12.
His lecture is titled "Being Black o n a
White Campus: A Visio n for the
Future ."

Smiley is the host of "BET Talk," a
talk show o n Black Entertainment
Te levision, and a natio na lly syndicated
radio
spot
"The
Smiley
Report."
A former
aide to
Los
Angeles
Mayor
Torn
Bradley,
he is the
autho r of
Hard
Left:
Straight
Talk About the Wrongs of the Right. He
was listed as o ne of America's most
promising leaders age 40 and under in
Time magazine recently. For more
informatio n, contact Resha ll Williams at
the Student Life Offi ce, x2345.

GVSU Hosts Seminar
For K-12 Teachers
The Regiona l Math a nd Science
Center w ill host a "Science a nd Math
Update Semina r" o n Wednesday,
November 12, fo r K-12 educators from
4-9 p .m ., in Pad nos Hall. Unde r the
theme "En hancing Professiona l Practice ," semina r participants w ill choose
fro m more than 40 wo rkshops. Topics
incl ude "Play at the Children 's Museum ," "Paleontology fo r the Elementa1y
Classroom," and "Science and Belief Evolution and Re ligion." For more
information, call Ma1y Ann Sheline, x2267.

Concert Slated for Sunday
T11e Grand Valley community is invited
to attend a Choral-Orchestral-Chambe r
concert featuring mid-sized ensembles that
will be held at tl1e Cook-DeWitt Cente r at
3 p.m. on Sunday, November 16. The
conceit features tl1e GVSU Chamber Choir,
conducted by Ellen Pool, me Varsity Men
choral group, conducted by Charles Frost,
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4

continued from page 3

and the GVSU Chamber Orchestra and
'Cello Ensemble, conducted by Lee
Copenhaver.

Gary Anderson, from the Hunter School
of Social Wo rk, at the America n
Humane Association Conference in
Detroit. She was appointed chairperson
of a w ork group o n kinship ca re for
Kent County Family and Children's
Coordinating Council. She developed a
report on issues and gaps in resources
for k inship care , with recommendations
for improved service delivery in Kent
County.

Date Set for Holiday Party
All facu lty and staff members are
invited to atte nd the faculty and staff
ho liday party that will be held from
3-5 p.m. on Wednesday, December 3, in
the Gra nd River Room of the Kirkhof
Center. Awards will be presented to
facu lty and staff with 10, 20, 25 and 30
years o f service with GVSU.

Lunchbreak Concert
Features Pianist
Pianist William Dopprnann returns to
Grand Valley on Wednesday, November
12, at 12 noon , in the Cook-DeWitt
Center. Dopprnann, who made his solo
de but with the Cincinnati Symphony at
the age of
10, has
given
concerts in
the United
States,
Canada,
Mexico,
Europe and
the Far
East. He
has performed as a
recitalist
and soloist
with orchestras, including the Chicago,
Ho usto n, Detroit, Seattle and Tokyo
Symphonies.
Also a composer and a Guggenheim
Fellow, Doppmann is a recent recipie nt
of two NEA consortium grants.

Convocation Planned
For Pulitzer Prize Winner
The History Department w ill confer
an honora1y degree upon biographer
David McCullough during a special
convocation on Tuesday, November 18,
at 9:30 a.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
The campus community is invited to
attend the ceremony as well as the
receptio n, which will be held at 8:30 a.m.
in the Cook-DeWitt Center lounge.

James David Ballard, assistant professor of Criminal Justice, co-authored and
recently published an agency report,
titled "Nuclea r Waste Transportation
Security and Safety Issues: The Risk of
Terrorism and Sabotage Against Repository Shipments." The 107-page report
was an expansion on a presentation
made at the Southwest CounterTerrorism Training Symposium he ld in
Las Vegas. The report sponsor was the
Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects.
Denise Stephenson, Writing Center
coordinator, presented two sessions at
the National Writing Centers Association
Conference in Park City, Utah. "The
Politics of Security: Defining the Writing
Center's Place in Institutional Systems"
was presented in collaboration with
Bob Barnett from the University of
Michigan-Flint. Katie Fischer of Clark
College and Olivia Archibald of Evergreen State College joined Stephenson
in presenting "Beyond the Rim of
Traditional Essays: What Thelma and
Louise Lea rned at the Grand Canyon."
Ann Keister, assistant professor of Art
and Design, participated in the international art exhibition, "Sculptural Objects
and Functional Art," at Chicago's Navy
Pier. Her work, titled "Inside the
Garden ," was represented by Mobilia
Gallery of Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Larry Blose, assistant professor of
Finance, and his co-author Joseph Shieh,
from the National Chengchi University in
Taipei, published their paper, "Tobin's qRatio and Market Reaction to Capital
Investment Announcements" in Tbe
Financial Review.
Linda Chown, associate professor of
English, read her paper, titled "Defamiliarization and Refamiliarization in Tsitsi

Dangarembga's Nervous Conditions," at
Michigan State University's Locations of
Culture Conference.
Nancy Levenburg, visiting assistant
professor of Marketing, and Howard
Major, adjunct facu lty member of
Education, we re co-recipie nts of the
Jesse Stua1t Award for their contributions to the Fifth Annual Conference on
Teaching and Learning hosted by
Ashland Community College in Ashland, Kentucky. Leve nburg and Majo r
led a pre-conference session at the
conference on "Critical Components of
Distance Education Faculty Development Programs. "
Jonathan White, assistant dean of
Social Science, conducted a one-day
workshop for the director of the Ohio
State Highway Patrol and his command
staff in Columbus, Ohio. The workshop
focused on developing counterterrorism plans for the state of Ohio.
Sue Davis, assistant professor o f
Political Science, presented a paper,
titled "Social Capital and Institutional
Change: The Case of Ukrainian Tracie
Unions, " and participated in a two-clay
workshop at the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington, D.C. , sponsored by the
Kennan Institute for Advanced Russian
Studies . An ed ited volume will include
the proceed ings of the confe rence
published through the Woodro w Wilson
Center and Johns Hopkins University
Press . Davis also recently completed a
165-page test bank fo r Karen O 'Connor
and Larry J. Sabato, Essentials of
American Government.
Alex Nesterenko, d irector of the
School of Communications, presented a
sessio n, titled "Challenges and Opportunities for Highe r Education, " which
aclclressecl the question o f communication across the curriculum, at the
annual meeting of the Mich iga n
Association o f Speech Communicatio n
at Shanty Creek.
Martha Golensky, associate professor
of Public and Nonprofit Administration,
presented a "Gra ntwriting Bas ics"
workshop at the Dominican Center at
Marywood for the Direction Center.
continued on page 6
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Calendar of Events
General Events

Fri.,Nov. 14

Arts Ho tline : (616) 895-ARTS
Gallery Hours: 10 a. m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thurs. Al l activities on the Alle ndale Campus unless
othe1wise noted.
*Indicates fee; all othe r cultural and genera l events located
on campus are free of charge.

1 p.m.: Writing in the Disciplines Seminars "Designing Writing
Assignments." Conference Room, CDC. Call x2281.

Thurs., Nov. 6-Fri. , Nov. 28

Gallery Hours: The Alt of Everyday Living: Posters from the
Permanent Collection of the Muskegon Museum of Art.
Calder Galle ry, CFAC.
Sun. , Nov. 9 & Mon. , Nov. 10

6 p.m.: Master Class in Performance and Alexander Technique, Dale Beaver. Sunday, Recital Hall , CFAC. Continues o n Monday . Call x3484.
Tues., Nov. 11

6 p.m.: Marianne Philbin lecture "Producing the Independent Feature Film from Chicago to Hollywood ." 174 LSH.
7:30 p.m.: Lloyd Sachs lecture "Ente1tainment as Alt." 174 LSH.
Wed ., Nov. 12

12 noon: Noo n Concert: Lunchbreak Series. William Doppman , piano. CDC.
12:30 p .m.: Tavis Smiley lecture "Be ing Black on a White
Campus: A Visio n for the Future ." LAT.
4 p .m .: Career Services Workshop "Inte rnet Job Search 101. "
258 STU. Ca ll x3311.
4-9: 10 p.m .: Science & Math Update Seminar "Enhancing
Professiona l Practice." Cost $16.50 per person. Scie nce
Complex. Call x2273.
Thurs ., Nov. 13
12 noon: Writing in the Disciplines Seminars "Designing

Writing Assignments. " Conference Room, CDC. Call x2281.
1 p.m.: Elvia Alvarado lecture. Muskegon River Rm. KC.
9 p.m.: WGVU Jazz Night at the B.O.B. Evidence.

Fri. , Nov. 14-Sat., Nov. 15

8 p .m.: Theatre productio n: "The Zoo Story" and "The
Sandbox. "* LAT, CFAC. Ca ll x2300 for reservatio ns.
Sat., Nov. 15

9:30 a.m.: Student Visitatio n Day, Business Edu catio n. He n1y
Hall. Call x2025.
Sun., Nov. 16

2 p .rn.: Theatre prod uctio n: "The Zoo Story" and "The
Sandbox. "* LAT, CFAC. Ca ll x2300 fo r rese1vations.
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Choral/Orchestral
Concert. Chambe r Cho ir, Mad riga l Ensemble, Chamber
O rchestra. CDC.
3 & 6 p .m.: Workshop/ Concert. Tom Working and West
Michigan Horn Choir. Workshop at 3, Concert at 6.
Recital Hall, CFAC.

Sports
Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to cha nge .
Tues. , Nov. 11

6 p .m.: Men's & Women 's Swimming & Diving. Alma
College at GVSU.
7:30 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Exhi bition Game. McLaug hlin
All Stars at GVSU.
Fri. , Nov. 14-Sat. , Nov. 15

6 p.m.: Women's Basketba ll at West Michigan Classic. Big
Rapids.
Sat., Nov. 15

1 p.m .: Football. Uni versity of Indianapolis at GVSU .
1: 30 p.rn.: Men's & Wo me n's Swimming & Diving. Uni versity
of Findlay at GVSU .

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued.fi·om page 5

In the News
D eborah Orth, ass istant professor of Politica l Science,
was quoted in an article in the October 19 issue of Tbe
Detroit News about suburba n politica l campa igns in the
Detroit area.
Richard Jelier, assistant professor of Public and Nonprofit
Administration , was inte1viewed about welfare reform by
WOOD-TV on October 1.
Rick Rediske , resea rch associate at the Water Resources
Institute, was quoted in the Grand Rapids Press and the
Muskegon Chronicle in articles abo ut polluted sedime nt in
the Gra nd River.

Diana Pace , director of Counseling and Career Se1v ices,
was on WOOD-TV's Live at 5:00 on October 13, to ta lk
abo ut the pace of life.
James David Ballard, ass istant p rofessor of Criminal
Justice , and Bob Halstead , transportation consulta nt, coauthored a recent report o n the threat of terro rism aga inst
nuclea r waste shipments that was prominently featured in
newspaper articles in October 16 issues of the Las Vegas
Sun and the Las Vegas Review-journal. Both articles detai led
resea rch findings suggesting that terrorism is a much greate r
potential threat to nuclea r waste sh ipments than the fede ral
government has antici pated .

Mary Seeger, clean of Academic Resources and Specia l
Programs, was inte1viewed by WOOD-TV o n October 23
abo ut the gender pay gap.

